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Location: Commissioners Mecting Room, Basement.
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9066 9264, and enter the meeting passcode 423423. .

CALYL TO ORDER:
Commissioner Kessling called the meeting to order.

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION:
Commissioner Kessling called for a moment of silent reflection.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG:
Commissioner Kessling requested that those participating in the meeting please stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance

to the Flag.

“ "YIEMBERS PRESENT: _
~ommissioner Kessling, Commissioner Webster, Commissioner Burke, and Chief Clerk Hemminger.

JTHERS PRESENT:

resident Judge Wade Kagarise, Lindsay Dempsie (Finance), Allison Senkevich and Lori Guyer (Commissioners),
Rebecca Robinson (Purchasing), Glenn Nelson (Fort Roberdeau), Tricia Johnson and Cindy James (Social Services),
Mindy Hostler and Brooke McCready (CYF), Ashleigh Wearhoof (Evolution Counseling), Carol Dannenberg
(Hollidaysburg Community Watchdog), Erin Kay (Contact Altoona), Kay Stevens (Altoona Mirror), Helen Schmitt
(Public), and Nate Taylor (Public Access Channel).

EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT:

Chief Clerk Hemminger confirmed an Executive Session was held on Thursday, April 25", at 2:00 p.m. with
Commissioner Kessling, Commissioner Webster, Commissioner Burke, and Christopher Gabriel from Gabriel Fera P.C.,
to discuss one-1 personnel matter.

APPROVAL OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING MINUTES —4/25
Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Comumissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to accept the
minutes as prepared.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Commissioner Kessling called for public comment.

Kay Stevens from the Altoona Mirror asked where are people are to go to apply for a uo‘c mEom the County no
_longer has a Human Resource Director.

Commissioner Burke responded that job openings will continue to be posted on the county website and processed
w the current staff in Human Resources department, as the County does not accept paper applications.

~OMMISSIONER COMMENTS:
Commissioner Kessling called for commissioner comments. There were no comments.

PROCLAMATIONS:
Commissioner Burke read the following proclamation:

Proclamation
Muay Is Mental Health Month 2024
“Light it up Green”

WHEREAS, mental health is essential to everyone’s overall health and well-being as all Americans experience times of difficulty and stress
in their lives; and,

WHEREAS, there is a strong body of research that supports specific tools that all Americans can use to better handle challenges, and
protect their health and well-being; and,

é%ﬁbmBgdarnwgnou&mommmﬁaamuaﬁﬁagﬂﬁoﬁwmnouasmwunﬁdnnouwﬁuqmnom.nogaﬁmu;oﬂ&mnngmwﬁamnow
mental health conditions; and, :

WHEREAS, statistics show: 1 in 5 U.S. adults experience mental illness, 1,814,000 adults in PA have a mental heaith condition, 1 in 20
U.S adults experience serious mental illness, 447,000 adults in PA have a serious mental illness, 1 in 6 U.S. youth aged 6 to 17 experience a mental
health disorder each year, and 98,000 youth in PA aged 12 to 17 have depression; and,

WHEREAS, with early and effective treatment, those individuals with mental health conditions can recover and lead full, productive =<om_w
nd,

WHEREAS, each business, school, government agency, healthcare provider, organization and citizen shares the burden of mental health
roblems and has a responsibility to promote mental wellness and support prevention efforts.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that we, the Blair County Board of Commissioners, do hereby proclaim May 2024 as Mental
Health Month in Blair County. We call upon the citizens, government agencies, public and private institutions, businesses and schools in Blair
County to commit our community to increasing awareness and understanding of mental health, the steps our ¢itizens can take to protect their mental
health. and the need for appropriate and accessible services for all people with mental heaith conditions.

DULY, adopted by the Commissioners of the County of Blair, Pennsylvania this 30% day of April 2024.

BLAIR COUNTY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS:

David Kessling, President
Attest:

Amy E. Webster, Vice-President

Nicole M. Hemminger, Chief Clerk

Laura Q. Burke, Secretary
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Chief Clerk Hemminger inquired about the increase in cost between the 2023 and 2024 contract.

Ms. Hostler explained that fiscal consulting costs increased ($16,000); they hired an extra SCI worker
($60,000), and went from 1-one Part Time Field Coach to 2-two Full Time Field Coaches ($83,600.00).

Commissioner Burke added that she felt two-2 full time Field Coaches were a good investment.

Ms. Hostler also mentioned that the State contribution and County contribution totals were cited
incorrectly. She later provided clarification on the correct figures as such: $303,176.00 — State funded and
$75,794.00 — County funded. . T R o

Resolution 214-2024: Approving the 2024 Contract between the County of Blair, Blair County Children,

Youth and Families and Computer Aid Inc. (CAI) in the total estimated amount of $378,970.00 -

($303,176.00 — State funded and $75,794.00 — County funded) with costs varying upon hours worked
o during the course of theyear. .~ - . LT T L

goﬁosmm by Commissioner Kessling, mooosmom ‘c% Commissioner m_.iﬁmu and unanimously %v_‘oﬁm 3
adopt Resolution 214-2024.

Social Services:
Tricia Johnson requested approval of an Affordable Housing Trust Fund Program Disbursement for the purchase of

property through the First Time Home Buyer's Program in the total amount of $3,000.00.

Commissioner Webster stated that she was happy that the County has available funds to assist with this program.

Ms. Johnson added that the public might not have been aware of this resource due to the decrease in the purchase
of homes caused by the COVID pandemic.

Resolution 215-2024: Approving an Affordable Housing Trust Fund Program Disbursement for the purchase of
property through the First Time Home Buyer's Program in the total amount of $3,000.00.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Burke, and unanimously approved to adopt
Resolution 215-2024.

Fort Roberdeau:
Glenn Nelson requested approval of the quote between the County of Blair, on behalf of Fort Roberdeau, and Press Geek

for 15,000 Fort Roberdeau 2024 brochures in the total amount of $1,300.00.

Vs

Mr. Nelson announced that Explore Altoona offered to cover $1,000.00 toward the purchase of these brochures.

Chief Clerk Hemminger asked if Mr. Nelson was able to get a quote from Copy Rite since the County already has
an existing printing contract with them.

Mr. Nelson responded that he spoke with Elaine at Copy Rite and she would not be able to maintain the picture
quality that the brochures require, and therefore, Copy Rite could not fulfill the order.

Resolution 216-2024: Approving the quote between the County of Blair, on behalf of Fort Roberdeau, and Press
Geek for 15,000 Fort Roberdeau 2024 brochures in the total amount of $1,300.00.

Motioned by Commissioner Webster, seconded by Commissioner Kessling, and unanimously approved to adopt
Resolution 216-2024.

Court Administration;
President Judge Wade Kagarise requested approval for the submission of a federal grant request.

President Judge Kagarise went on to further explain that this jtem is specifically a funding request through the
House Appropriations’ Committee under the Fiscal Year 2025 Community Project Funding program. He said that the
Court Administration just learned of the funding through Congressman John Joyce’s office last week and that the
submission needs to be made by 6:00 p.m. today.

President Judge Kagarise added that, if awarded, the funding would provide the Adult Probation & Parole Office
sith new portable radios and a new Police Interceptor Sports Utility Vehicle to conduct supervision and oversight. The
unding request is for the total amount of $293,130.00, of which a 10-25% local match is required.

Chief Clerk Hemminger noted that since all funds must be expended in the Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2025, the
local match could be contemplated in the 2025 budget.

Resolution 217-2024: Approving the submission of the Federal FY 2025 Community Project Funding Request by
Court Administration, on behalf of Adult Probation and Parole, to the House Appropriations’ Committee in the
total amount of $293,130.00.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to adopt
Resolution 217-2024.

Finance:
Lindsay Dempsie requested approval of Agreement B and a Government Account Application for an E-ZPass
Government Agency account through the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission's E-ZPass Program.
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