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Location: Commissioners Meeting Room, Basement.

CALL TO ORDER:
Commissioner Kessling called the meeting to order.

MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION:
Commissioner Kessling called for 2 moment of silent prayer for our nation.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG:
Commissioner Kessling requested that those participating in the meeting please stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance

. to the Flag.

EMBERS PRESENT:
ommissioner Kessling, Commissioner Webster, and Commissioner Burke.

THERS PRESENT:
Lori Guyer (Commissioners), Lindsay Dempsie and Brandon Meck (Finance), Sam Dunkle (Court Administration), Tricia

Johnson and Cindy James (Social Services), Joe Cox and Molly Wink ( JPO), Brian Walters (Human Resources), Becky
Robinson (Purchasing), Mindy Hostler (CYF), Glenn Nelson (Fort Roberdeau), Don Weakland (IT), Devin Saylor
(Assessment), Rich Huether (Farmland Preservation), Sherry Socie (Blair Planning Commission), Carol Dannenberg
(Hollidaysburg Community Watchdog), Kay Stephens (Altoona Mirror), and Nate Taylor (Public Access Channel).

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Commissioner Kessling called for public comment.

Kay Stevens requested when the board reaches the topic of the Blair County Trail and Recreation
Authority, she would like an update as to where the topic stands.

COMMISSIONER COMMENT:
Commissioner Kessling called for commissioner comment.

Commissioner Burke had the opportunity to attend a strategic planning session by the Hummbm%?m.&m
Counsel of the Arts. There were many exciting discussions about the artistic endeavors happening locally and how we can
make the public aware of those opportunities and the grant funding that is available for arts activities.
ROCLAMATION:
ommissioner Burke read the following proclamation:

Proclamation
2024 Hunger Action Month

WHEREAS hunger and food insecurity are issues of vital concern in Pennsylvania, where, according to Feeding America, over 1.5 million
individuals, one in eight Pennsylvanians, and one in every six children experience food insecurity. In Blair County, one and eight neighbors and one in
six children are food insecure; and

WHEREAS adequate nutritious food has become more expensive and out-of-reach for many neighbors, with food costs increasing more
than 27%, leading to record demand for charitable food; and

WHEREAS food insecurity, the condition of limited or uncertain access to adequate food, is asseciated with numerous adverse social and
health outcomes and is a ¢ritical public health issue; and

WHEREAS Blair County is committed to taking steps to combat hunger in every corner of our communities and to previde additional
resources to those in need; and

WHEREAS Blair County is committed to working with the Central Pennsylvania Food Bank to educate people about the role and importance
of food banks in addressing hunger and raising awareness of the need to devote more resources and attention to hunger issues; and

WHEREAS The Central Pennsylvania Food Bank distributed over 68.5 million pounds of feod in Fiscal Year 2024 to Pennsylvanians
experiencing food insecurity. In Blair County alone, over 2.3 million pounds of food were distributed; and

WHEREAS public and private entities, including policymakers, business leaders, community activists, farmers, concerned citizens, and
nger relief organizations, must collectively work to address food insecurity within the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS the month of September has been designated nationwide as "Hunger Action Month” to raise awareness of the issue of hunger
1d mobilize our legislature and the public to help end hunger in America;

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that we, the Blair County Board of Commissioners, do hereby recognize September 2024 as
HUNGER ACTION MONTH in Blair County, Pennsylvania, and we call this observance to the attention of cur cifizens.

DULY, adopted by the Comemissioners of the County of Blair, Pennsylvania, this 27 day of Avgust 2024.

BLAIR COUNTY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS:

David Kessling, President

Amy E. Webster, Vice-President
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Bellwood Antis School District Spring Cove Scheol District
Bishop Guilfoyle High School Tyrone Area School District
Claysburg School District ‘Williamsburg School District

Motion by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Burke, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 406-2024.

ii. Tricia Johnson, on behalf of Trina Illig, requested Ratification of signatures on the FFY 2023 Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Entitlement coniract (#C000089766) between the County of Blair and the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED) in the amount

- of $830,043.00.

Resolution 407-2024: Approving the Ratification of signatures on the F¥Y 2023 Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Entitlement contract (#C000089766) between the County of
Blair and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Community and Economic
Development (DCED) in the amount of $830,043.00.

Motion by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 407-2024.

iii. Tricia Johnson requested approval of the Collaboration/Linkage Agreement between the County of Blair,
Department of Social Services, and Peerstar of PA.
Resolution 408-2024: Approving the Collaboration/Linkage Agreement between the County of
Blair, Department of Social Services, and Peerstar of PA. ,

Motion by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Burke, and unanimously approved to
adopt Resolution 408-2024.

Blair County Agricultural Land Preservation Board:
i. Rich Huether requested approval to rescind Resolution 392-2024 approving the Agreement for the Sale and
Purchase of an Agricultural Conservation Easement to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the County of
Blair Jointly in Perpetuity and England Family Limited Partnership for 123.9 acres located in Woodbury

Township, Blair County, in the total purchase price of $298,671.30. The Commonwealth shall pay $209,671.30,
and the County shall pay $85,000.00.

Mr. Huether noted Resolution 409-2024 needs to be rescinded due to a stated incorrect amount that the
County will pay.

Resolution 409-2024: Rescinding Resolution 392-2024 approving the Agreement for the Sale and
Purchase of an Agricultural Conservation Easement to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the
County of Blair Jointly in Perpetuity and England Family Limited Partnership for 123.9 acres located in
Woodbury Township, Blair County, in the total purchase price of $298,671.30. The Commonwealth shall
pay $209,671.30, and the County shall pay $85,000.00.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously
approved to adopt Resolution 409-2024.

ii. Rich Huether requested approval of an Agreement for the Sale and Purchase of an Agricultural Conservation
Easement to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the County of Blair Jointly in Perpetuity and Penn
England Family Limited Partnership for 123.9 acres located in Woodbury Township, Blair County, in the total

purchase price of $298,671.30. The Commonyealth shall pay $209,671.30, and the County shall pay
$89,000.00.

Mr. Huether noted this agreement is for the England Family Limited Partnership, and the corrected
amount the county will pay is $89,000.00.

Resolution 410-2024: Approving the Agreement for the Sale and Purchase of an Agricultural
Conservation Easement to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the County of Blair Jointly in
Perpetuity and England Family Limited Partnership for 123.9 acres located in Woodbury Township, Blair
County, in the total purchase price of $298,671.30. The Commonwealth shall pay $209,671.30, and the
County shall pay $89,000.00.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously
approved to adopt Resolution 410-2024.

IT:
Don Weakland requested approval of an Addendum to the existing Information Technology Support Services Agreement

2022-2025 between the County of Blair and RBA Professional Data Systems, Inc. for additional optional and requested
products and services effective July 1, 2024.

Mr. Weakland added that this Addendum allows the county to purchase additional products and services through
RBA and save the county money.
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Commissioner Burke asked for verification that the County pays for items at the gift shop, and then the
Foundation, which is an entirely different 501c3, offers memberships that provide discounts on the items that the County

pays for.
Mr. Nelson responded that was correct.

Resolution 415-2024: Approving the Fort Roberdeau Foundation to retain specifically defined funds, including
contributions, memberships, life memberships, donations, and other like contributions. These funds will be held
and invested by the Foundation and will be used for site and facility improvements, public events, and the
educational mission. Funds intended to be used for the purpose of site and facility improvements shall be
transferred to the County prior to the initiation of such improvements.

Commissioner Burke voted nay on approving the Fort Roberdeau Foundation to retain specifically defined funds.

Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and approved to adopt Resolution
415-2024.

OLD BUSINESS:
Commissioners:
For discussion: the formation of the Blair County Trail and Recreation Authority.

Commissioner Kessling stated that the Board of Commissioners is working towards creating an Authority, but
they want to make sure it is worded correcily and finalized.

Adjourn:
Motioned by Commissioner Kessling, seconded by Commissioner Webster, and unanimously approved to adjourn today’s

meeting.

Sherry Socie

Y, i

, Chief Clerk







